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LETTER ſent the Reverend 
Dr. SHERLOCK, &c. 


HE Neceſſity I am under of 
doing Juſtice to my ſelf againſt 
no leſs an Imputation than ha- 
ving concurr'd in condemning 
a Doctrine, which I have pub- 
. lickly taught, muſt be my Ex- 
cuſe for troubling the World with an Affait, 
which is ſo wholly concerned with Perſons, 
and ſo little with Things, as not to be worth 
their Attention, | |. 


A s This 


4 An Anſwer to à Letter ſent 

The Deſign of the Letter-writer, is ex- 
preſs'd by himſelf; and I ſhall give it in his 
own Words: I do not deſign to examine the 
Grounds of what bis Lord has ſaid in his 
Sermon, nor the Grounds of what you haue ſaid 
in your Sermon preached before the Lord-Mayor, 
November tbe 5th 1712. J — only point 
out ſome Paſſages in your Sermon, which 


are conceived to carry as Evil a Tendency, 
as thoſe Poſitions of his Lordſhip mentioned 
in the Report of the Committee, of which you 
was a Member, and to which Repreſentation 
you concurred. = 
The Charge you ſee is merely perſonal. 
The Enquiry 1s not whether the Biſhop and 
I are both in the right, or both in the wrong : 
But whether I have not taught the ſame Do- 
ctrine, which I diſapproved when taught 
by his Lordſhip. 
The Letter-writer may think it an Honour 
to me to have the World told, that I agree 
with the Biſhop of Bangor; but the Com- 
pliment comes attended with ſuch Circum- 
ſtances at preſent, that I cannot accept it. 
And J hope his Lordſhip will pardon. the 
| Neceſſity T am under, of ſhewing, that his 
Doctrines and mine are not the ſame. 
My Intention is, not to tranſgreſs the 
| Bounds preſcribed by the Letter- writer, nor 
to examine the 'Tendency of his Lordſhip's 
Doctrine, or my own. The Appeal is made 
to 
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to the World, and there let it reſt, until the 
Examination ſhall be reſumed in proper Time 

and Place. The Civilities beſtowed on me 

in the Letter are ſo great, that I muſt be 
forc'd to diſtniſs them once for all, with the 
Anſwer uſually made on ſuch Occaſions, 

Tis much more than I deſerve. 

The Point of Agreement between his Lord. 

ſhip and me, as ſtated in the Letter, ſolely re- ; 
gards the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate 

in Matters of Religion. To enable the Rea- 

der then to judge between us, it will be pro- 

per to ſhew him how this Cauſe comes to be 
attended with any Difficulties. It will be al- 
lowed, I ſuppoſe, that as the Magiſtrate de- 
rives his Power from God ; and rules over 
reaſonable Creatures; it is his proper Buſineſs 

to ſee that Obedience be paid te the Dictates 

of the Law of Reaſon, with reſpect to God, | 
as well as Men; and that Offences againſt 4 
them be puniſhed. In this Caſe Civil San- 

ctions do not Create the Original Obligation 

to the Law, but are added in Aid of the 

Original Obligation, the more effectually to 

ſecure the Subjects Obedience: For the Law 

haas its primary Force from Reaſon and the 
Light of Nature; and the Civil Sanction is 
deſign'd, not to perſuade Men of the Princi- | 
ples whereof they are already perſuaded ; but 7 
to deter them from acting againſt the Law f 
which they are under, in virtue of the 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon and Underſtanding given them by 
God. 

There wants no Human Law to make 
Murder, Rapine, or injuring one another, to 
be Crimes: They wou'd be Crimes were 
there no Civil Law in the World : All then 
that the Human Law in thoſe Caſes can do, 
is to declare the Original Law for the bet- 
ter Inſtruction of the People; and to aſcer- 
tain the Puniſhment of Tranſgreſſion, in or- 
der to guard the Virtue. 

I wou'd obſerve to the Reader, that theſe 
Moral Laws, are a Part of Religion ; they 
are the main conſtituent Parts of Chriſtian 
Religion, as his Lordſhip informs us, (page 
17. Sermon) The Laws of Chriſt — are 
almoſt all general Appeals to the Will of —— 
God, to his Nature known by the common Rea- 
ſon of Mankind, and to the Imitation of that 
Nature, which muſt be our Perfection. From 
whence *tis plain, that whoever excludes the 
Magiſtrate from adding Sanctions to the Laws 
of Chriſt, muſt exclude him from adding 
Sanctions to the Laws of Reaſon and Na- 
ture. 


But to proceed: 3 
Were Religion in general, 4s it relates to 
the Worſhip and Service of God, and to the 


Principles and Methods by which Men hope 
to 
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to the Reverend Dr. Sherlock. 7 


to obtain his Favour, one, plain, uniform 
Thing, which there was no more Reaſon to 
diſpute about, than there 1s about the Law of 
Reaſon and Nature in Moral Points; *tis 
plain, there would be nothing with reſpe& to 
Religion left to the Magiſtrate, but to uſe his 
Power to enforce Obedience in Matters of 
Religion, as well as of Morality ; and his 
Right to do ſo would be undeniable. 

This could hurt no Man's Conſcience, be- 
cauſe Conſcience cannot be pleaded for the 
Breach of Duties plain and indiſputable ; 'and 
'tis evidently the Magiſtrate's Duty, as he 


is the Vicegerent of God, to maintain the 


Honour of God and Religion. 

As to the Chriſtian Inſtitution particularly, 
were the Church every where what it ought 
to be, one, and the ſame, teaching the ſame Do- 
ctrines whichChriſt and his Apoſtles publiſhed, 
and no other; ſo that Chriſtians had noReaſon to 
diſpute which were true Doctrines, and which 
not; it would be very proper for the Magi- 
ſtrate, nay, it would be his Duty to add the 
Sanctions of this World, to keep the People 
ſtedfaſt to the Duty which they acknow- 
ledged to be incumbent on them, in virtue 
of the Principles and Doctrines univerſally 
receiv d. For ſince the Laws of Chriſt are, 
as his Lordſhip informs us, Declarations of 
Conditions to be performed in THIS WORLD; 
(p- 17» Sermon) , and do moſt of them, r 
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Pl venture to add, affect the Happineſs, as 
well of publick Societies, as of private Men ; 
how could the Magiſtrate of this World bet- 
ter employ that Portion of Power intruſted to 
him, than by applying it to thoſe very Points, 
to which God has applied the San&ions of 
the other World ? Can he have a better Ex- 
ample to follow, than that of God. himſelf, 
in uſing the Power intruſted to him by God? 
Or, are thoſe Points not fit to be promoted by 
Rewards and Puniſnments, to which God | 
himſelf has annex'd Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments? For it ought to be remembred, that 
all Rewards and Puniſhments, whether f 


this World, or of the next, operate on the 
Mind in the ſame Way : One may be ftron- 
ger than the other, and influence more, as it 
may happen; but ſtill they are Rewards and 
Puniſhments, and operate as fuch. 
But the Caſe in Fact is, That the Magi- 
ſtrate may poſſibly miſapply his Rewards and 
Puniſnments, when he interpoſes in Matters 
of a Religious Nature; fince many Points of 


. 


mere Speculation, or ſuch at leaſt as have no 
direct Influence on practical Duties, have by 
degrees been brought into Religion; and 
Churches have divided on thoſe Points. Thus 
between us and the Church of Nome, there 
are many Controverſies of this Sort; about 
the Number and Nature of Sacraments; a- 
bout the Power of the Pope; about — % 
| 3 
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lix Confeſſion, Penance,” and the like. In 
theſe Points the Power of the Sword is ap- 
plied in Popiſh Countries, to make Men be- 
lieve, as the Church believes, whether: they 
can or no; i. e. not to ſecure Obedience to a 
plain Law, but to force a Belief of a doubt- 
ful, or perhaps a falſe Opinion. And this it 
will appear was the only Point before me in 
the Sermon referr'd to by the Letter- Writer; 
as will be eaſily admitted by thoſe who will 
call to mind the Occaſion of it. The 5th of 
November was the Day on which it was 
preached; and the Methods uſed by the 
Church of Rome to propagate her Opinions 
were, as they ought to be, in the Preacher's 
View. 

Now with regard to the Queſtion before 
us, here lies, as far as I can judge, the true 
Point: So to preſerve the Authority of the 
Magiſtrate in Matters of Religion, as not to 
{ct up him to be aDiſcerner of the Thoughts and 
Intemts of the Heart, or to give him a Right 
to force upon Men, Opinions and Doctrines 
which their Reaſon and Underſtanding can- 
not admit; ſo to exclude him from medling 
in theſe Points, as not to deſtroy his Autho- 
rity to ſupport true Religion, and the Honour 
of God in the World. 

There may be Difficulties in adjuſti- g the 
exact Bounds of the Magiſtrate's Power in 


theſe Caſes; but I am no more concerned 
B with 


r S 
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with them at preſent than the Letter-Writer 
is. I have ſtated this Point, only to en- 
able the Reader to judge, whether the 
Doctrines I have publiſh'd on this Article, are 
conſiſtent with themſelves, or agreeable to 
the Biſhop's. 

I have been no great Writer, and yet in the 
few Things which I have been called upon 
to publiſh, I have fully declared my ſelf on 
this Argument ; and I will ſhew the Regder, 


1. That in a Sermon publiſhed before that 
of the 5th of November, and in one pub- 
liſn'd after it, I have aſſerted and maintained. 
the Magiſtrate's Authority to preſerve true 
Religion, and the Honour of God in the 
World. 

2. That in the 5th of November Sermon, 
I did, as the Occaſion led me, conſider how 
far the Magiſtrate's Power extended, in Points 
of Opinion and Speculation, with reſpect to 
the Conſciences of Men. And that I have fo 
aſſerted his Authority, as not to ſubject him, 
and his Government, to all the extravagant 
Efforts of what Men call Conſcience ; fo 
confined it, as not to give him a Right to 
hurt Men for mere Opinions and Speculations 
in Matters of Religion. 


But that we may not loſe ſight of the main |} 
Point, the Agreement with the Biſhop, I — 7 
b | ew | 
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ſhew his Lordſhip's Opinion from the Senſe 


which his Words ſeem to me to carry ; not 
intending hereby to preclude his Lordſhip 
from any other Senſe or Meaning, which he 
ſhall think fit to infiſt on. And as to the par- 
ticular Paſſages of my Sermon, confronted 
with Paſſages from his Lordſhip's by the 


Letter. Writer, they ſhall be conſidered in the 


Cloſe of this Paper. 

The firſt Paſſage I ſhall produce out of his 
Lordſhip's Sermon, will be found p. 13, & 
14, 8vo. Edit. 

It is the ſame thing, as to Rewards and 
CO, to carry forward the great End 
of his Aingdom. If any Men upon Earth 
bave a Right to add to the Sanctions of his 
Laws that is, to increaſe the Number, or 
alter the Nature of the Rewards and Puniſb- 
ments of his Subjects, in Matters of Conſcience 
or Salvation : They are ſo far Kings in his 
Stead, and reign in their own Kingdom, and 
not in his. 

This Paſſage has been controverted between 
the Biſhop, and Dr. Snape; and it is but fair 
to conſider his Loxdſhip's Explication. 

The Dr. tells the Biſhop, that this Paſſage 
amounts to ſaying, That if any King, Par. 
liament, &c. 145 encourage Religion by any 
Temporal Rewards, &c. they uſurp the Dom- 
nion of Chriſt, and dethrone him from his Spi- 
ritual Kingdom, Doctor's Letter, p. 29. 

B 2 The 
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The Biſhop, in Anſwer, ſays——<That — 
whoever alter the Nature of theſe ¶ i.e. Chriſt's 
Rewards and Puniſhments ] or add to them, 
do truly themſelves affix Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments Therefore they are ſo far Kings them- 

elves. That according to me, they dethrone 
Chriſt from his Spiritual Kingdom, is your own 
hard and unjuſt Comment. But that as far 
as they alter his Sanctions, or add New ones; 
that, I ſay, ſo far They reign in their own 
Kingdom, is, in my Opinion, as clear a Propo- 
ſition as this; That, as far as New Sanfions 
are brought into Chriſt's Religion, ſo far New 
Sanctious are brought in. 

According then to this Explication, one 
End of his Lordſhip's reje&ing the Word 
Church, becauſe of the inconſiſlent Notions be- 
longing to it, and making choice of the 
clearer Image of the Kingdom, was for the 
ſake of advancing this very conſiſtent Notion, 
That as far as new Sandi ions are brought into 
Chriit's Religion, ſo far new Sanctions are 
brought in. I believe the World will not part 
with their old Notions for ſuch [Improvements 
as theſe ; nor wou'd his Lordſhip have given 
ſach a Senſe of his Words, had he not been 
ſo ſurrounded with Difficulties, as to be able 
to give no other. A Cauſe ſeems to me to be 
gaſping for Life, when 'tis brought ſo low as 
to hang upon Identical Propoſitions ; they are 

enerally the laſt Pangs, and portend a ſudden 
Piolution. = But 
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But his Lordſhip has not taken his own 
Words fairly in this Explication; for he does 
not {ay barely, They are ſo far Kings and 
reign in their own Kingdom : But his Words 
are, They are ſo far Kings in his Stead, 
&c. To be King in another's Stead, is to ex- 
erciſe his Authority, either with or without 
his Commiſſion ; and therefore his Lordſhip 
muſt prove, that he meant here to aſſert, that 
Kings have Chriſt's Commiſſion, and are his 
Vicegerents, to add Santtions to his Laws ; 
and that he meant, in his Sermon, to com- 
mend them for ſo doing; as they deſerve to 
be commended, when they act in purſuance 
of a Commiſſion receiv'd from Chriſt : Or he 
muſt be content to be told, that he charges 
them with acting; when they add Sanctions 
to the Laws of Chriſt, in the Kingdom of 
Chriſt; againſt his Conſent; and that is, I 
think, as the Dr. ſays, to uſurp the Dominion 
of Chriſt. But further; let the Connection 
of this Paſſage, as it ſtands in his Lordſhip's 
Sermon, be conſidered. He affirms, p. 12. 
F any Abſolute Vicegerent Authority ere 
lodged in any Men hon Earth, the Conſequence 


wou'd be, That what ſtill retains the Name of 


the Church of Chriſt, aud not be the King- 
dom of Chriſt, but the Kingdom of thoſe Men 
veſted with ſuch Authority. Mis Lordſhip 
purſues the Argument in this and the following 


ſuch 


Page, and concludes it in theſe Words: If 


14 An Anſwer 10 a Leiter ſent 
ſuch an Abſolute Authority he once lodged 


with Men, under the Notion of Interpreters, | 
they then become the Legiſlators, and not 
Chriſt ; and they rule in their own Kingdom, 
and not in his. You fee by Compariſon of 
theſe Paſſages, that to rule in their own King- 
dom, is, 1n his Lordſhip's Senfe, to throw 
Chriſt out of - his ; for what retains the Name 
of the Church, wou'd not, he ſays, in this 
Caſe, .be the Kingdom of Chriſt, but the King- 
dom of theſe Men, &c. W566 

Immediately after this Argument, follows 
the Paſſage quoted; It is the ſame Thing as 
to Rewards and Puniſhments, &c. What is 
the ſame Thing? Why his Lordſhip tells 
you; That to add to the Sanctions of Chriſt, 
is the ſame Thing as to pretend to an abſolute 
Authority of interpreting his Laws : And 
ſuch abſoute Authority, he had- ſaid before, 
made the Church ceaſe to be the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, and to become the Kingdom of 
thoſe Men, Oc. And conſequently, when 
he affirins in the Paſſage now before us, That 
whoever adds Sanctions to Chriſt's Laws, are 
Kings in his Stead, and reign im their own 
Kingdom, and not in his; His Meaning muſt 
be that they diveſt Chriſt of his Kingdom. 

I was ſurpriz'd to find his Lordſhip accuſing 
the Doctor of making an hard and unjuſt 
Comment on his Words, when he himſelf 
makes the ſame Comment on them in the very 

| | next 
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next Paſſage, which is joined to that quoted, 
by this Connexion ; ſo it is — whenever —. 
Jow is it ? Why look to the End of the Paſ- 
ſage, his Lordſhip will tell you, P. 14. This ts 
ſo far taking Chriſt's Kingdom out of bis 
Hands, and placing it in their own, That is, 
if I can underſtand, Tis dethroning Chriſt 
from bis Spiritual Kingdom. His Lordſhip 
explains himſelf to the fame Purpoſe in his 
firſt Obſervation from the Doctrine of his 
Sermon, P. 24. Subſtituting others in bis 
Place, as Lawgivers and Judges, in the ſume 
Points, in which he muſt either ALONE, 
or NOT AT ALL, be Lawgiver and Fudge. 
And P. 20. where his Lordſhip treats of this 
very Point of adding ſuch Sanctions; his 
Words are, There is ſo far a Change from a 
= Kingdom which is not of this World to 4 
= Kingdom which is of this World; which is ſome- 
thing more than only ſaying, where Sancti- 
ons are added, there Sanctions are added; for 
a Change from the Kingdom of Chriſt to a 
X Kingdom of this World, is a manifeſt Inva- 
ſion of the Kingdom of Chriſt, by a Kingdom 
= of this World. I think *tis evident then 
what his Lordſhip muſt mean by reigning in 
== their own Kingdom + And if there be Occa- 
ſion, there are ſtill more Paſſages in the Ser- 
mon to confirm this Senſe of the Expreſſion. 
The Letter-Writer's Expoſition of this Paſ- 
age is very extraordinary, Pag. 13. His 
6 / Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip ſays, If any Men upon Earth have 
a Right, &c. Thereby excluding Lajo or Cler- 
£ 


g, Church or State, from altering the Nature 
of” Rewards: and Puniſhments in Matters of 
Conſcience and Salvation, What does the 
good Man mean by excluding them from al- 
tering, what tis impoſſible they ever ſhon'd i 2 
alter. The Rewards and Puniſhments, his 

Lordſhip tells us, are the future Rewards and Il g 
Puniſhments of another World ; how then 

ſnou'd any Mortal alter them; add what you I ti 
will, yet ſtill they will remain unalterable. 

And therefore I cou'd never underſtand what o 
his Lordſhip meant, by altering the Nature of  r 
Chriſt's Rewards and Puniſbments ;, much leſs 


1 


can I underſtand the Letter-Writer, who 1 
makes this altering to be the whole of what t 
his Lordſhip affirms. And now I will venture 
to ſay, that his Lordſhip's Words in this 
Paſſage carry the following Senſe ; That i 
any Men upon Earth, (i. e. as the Letter- 
Writer explains him, either Church or State) 
have, or claim a Right, to add to the Sancti- 
ons of Chriſt's Laws, they ſo far become 
Kings in his Stead, and diveſt him of his 
Power. —_—_— 
And here I muſt once more remind the 
Reader, What the Laws of Chriſt are in his 
Lordſhip's Opinion; They are almoſt all gene- 
ral Appeals to the Will of God, to his Nature 
known by the common Reaſon of Mankind ; 


and 
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and to the Imitation of that Nature ——, 
That is, they are almoſt all, Laws and Dictates of 
Reaſon and Nature. To which his Lordſhip 
adds, The being Subjefts to Chriſt is to this very 
End, that we may the better and more effectu- 
ally A ov the Will of God. 
His Lordſhip's Doctrine then being laid to- 
gether, amounts to this: 
'Tis an Invaſion of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
to add Sanctions to the Laws of Chriſt. 
But the Laws of Chriſt are almoſt all Laws 
= of. Reaſon and Nature, and are intended to 
make us perform the Will of God. 
= Therefore, for Princes to add Sanctions to 
make Men Obey the Laws of Reaſon and Na- 
ture, or perform the Will of God, is an In- 
vaſion of the Kingdom of Chriſt. 
I have put this into Form, that his Lord- 
= ſhip's Doctrine may more evidently appear: 
And in Imitation of his Lordſhip, who ſeems, 
in his late Performances, to be grown very 
fond of Mood and Figure. The Letter Writer 
has another Expoſition in Favour of his 
= Lordſhip, page 18. which he meant, I ſup- 
= pole, to extend to all that his Lordſhip has 
X faid on this Head. His Words are; His 
Lordſhip aſſerts, That to apply Force or Flat- 
tery, worldly Pleaſure or Pain, in order to 
make Men profeſs this or that Opinion, ( for 
this is N his Meaning) is to act, &c. 
This Paſſage was, I Ca to me a ſtrong 
Pre- 
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Preſumption, that the Letter had not gone 
thro' his Lordſhip's Hand; he muſt be too 
much aware of what he has delivered in his 
Sermon, to uſe ſo poor an Evaſion. The 
Letter-Writer has offered it to his Conſidera- 
tion, and when it lies before him, he'll find 
that SOME THING he muſt part with, 

and I heartily wiſh him the happier Choice. 
In the mean time I will ſhew the Letter- 
Writer, that his Evaſion is not applicable to 
the Paſſage before us. His Lordſhip's Words 
are, 7 any Men upon Earth have a Right — 
to add to the Sanctions of his Laws, to in- 
creaſe the Number— of the Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments of his (i. c. Chriſt's ) Subjects, &c. 
His Lordſhip, you ſee, ſpeaks of increaſing 
the Rewards and Puniſhments of the Subjects 
of Chriſt, and with regard to the Laws of 
Chriſt; 7. e. with regard to the Laws they 
already profeſs. In this Caſe therefore the 
Profeſſion is ſuppoſed, for they are Subjects; 
and doubtful Opinions are out of his Lord- 
ſhip's Caſe, for he ſpeaks only of adding 
Sanctions to the Laws of Chriſt. And that 
Juſtice may be done his Lordſhip, I defire his 
own Account of the Subjects of Chriſt may 
be conſidered, p. 25. The Church of Chriſt 
is the Number of Perſons, who are ſincerely 
and willingly Subjects to him, as Lawgiver 
and Judge, &c. To be ſincerely and wil- 
lingly Subjects to him as Lawgiver, is to be 
| ſincere- 
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ſincerely and willingly ſubje& to his Laws: 
And therefore, when his Lordſhip ſpeaks of 
adding Sanctions to the Laws of Chriſt, and 
with reſpect to the Subjects of Chriſt, the 
willing Choice is ſuppoſed over ; otherwiſe 
they cou'd not be Subjects. And therefore 
his Lordſhip cou'd not in this Caſe ſpeak 
of the Sanctions of the Civil Power, as 
they may be made Inſtruments of forcing 
a Perſuaſion, but merely as they are Motives 
of Obedience to the Laws already profeſſed 
and admitted. He does not ſpeak of Civil 
Sanctions, as they may be applied to make 
Men Subjects to Chriſt ; but only as they are 
an Increaſe of the Rewards and Puniſhments 
of thoſe, who are already Subjects to Chriſt ; 
that 1s, as they are calculated not to force a 
doubtful Opinion, or a Religion not yet pro- 
fels'd, but as they are intended to ſecure 
Obedience to a plain Law already received. 

The next Paſſage quoted in the Repreſen- 
tation, and by the Letter-Writer, is p. 18. 
of the Sermon: The Sanftions of ( hriſt's Laws 
are Rewards, &c. nay, not the much leſſer 
Negative Diſcouragements that belong toHuman 
Society. He was far from thinking that theſe 
cou'd be the Inſflruments of ſuch a Perſuaſion, 
as be thought acceptable to God. 

He was far from thinking—and as be thought 
acceptable toGod arefineExpreſſions when appli- 
ed to ourSaviour,and ſet his Authority veryhigh: 

C 2 They 
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They "ay ſerve his Lordſhip or me; but 
when applied to a Divine Infallible Teacher, 
they are neither proper nor decent. How- 
ever, here his Lordſhip has got hold of the 
Word Perſuaſion : I wiſh him Joy of it; and 
let him make the moſt of his Word : It can 
only, in my poor Opinion, ſerve to ſhew, that 
he miſtakes the Nature and Tendency of Ne- 
gative Diſcouragements ; which are not meant 
as Inſtruments of Perſuaſion to thoſe who diſ- 
ſent from the Church; but merely as a Secu- 
rity to the Church from thoſe who wou'd de- 
ſtroy it. Is there no Difference between 
forcing a Man to join with you, and hindring 
him from hurting you? Is it Perſecution, not 
to truſt a Man with Power to injure yourſelf ? 
This is the only Uſe of Negative Diſcourage- 
ments; and 'tis a very right Uſe. Negative 
Diſcouragements are no more Inſtruments of 
Perſuaſion , than Locks and Bolts are Inſtru- 
ments of making Men honeſt ; becauſe they 
ſerve to ſhut the Door againſt ſuch as wou'd 
force in to ſpoil you of your Goods, All I 
ſhall obſerve from this Paſſage. is, That his 
Lordſhip does not allow the Magiſtrate to 
give any Encouragement to true Religion, or 
even any Negative Diſcouragement to thg 
contra. 
The next, and only Paſſage more, that I 
ſhall produce on this Occafion. is at p. 20. of 
the Sermon 19 
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As ſoon as ever you bear of any of the En- 
gines of this World, whether of the r 
or the leſſer Sort, you muſi immediately think 


that then, and ſo far, the Kingdom. of this 


World takes place. For, I. If the very Eſ- 


ſence of God's Worſhip be Spirit and Truth; 
II. F Religion be Virtue and Charity, under 


the Belief of a Supreme Governor and Fudpe ; 
III. V Ef real Faith cannot be the Efes 
Force; IV. And if there can be no Reward, 
where there is no willing Choice Then IN 
ALL, or ANY of THESE CASES, to 
77 Force or Flattery, worldly Pleaſure or 

ain, is to af contrary to the Intereſt of 
True Religion , as it is plainly e to the 
Maxims upon which Chriſt founded bis King- 
dom; who choſe the Motives which are not of 
this World, to ſupport a Kingdom which is 
not of this World. a 

Here, I think, there is no Difficulty in 
his Lordſhip's Expreſſions: He roundly af- 
firms, that to apply Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, in ALL or ANY of the Caſes men- 
tioned, is to act contrary to the Intereſt of 
True Religion, as it is plainly oppoſite to the 


Maxims on which Chriſt founded his King= 


dom. Yet even here the Letter-Writer would 


perſuade us, that all his Lordſhip has faid, - 


amounts only to this; To make uſe of Tem- 
poral Rewards of Religion, is Adding, ſo far, 


this 
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They — ſerve his Lordſhip or me; but 
when applied to a Divine Infallible Teacher, 
they are neither proper nor decent. How- 
ever, here his Lordſhip has got hold of the 
Word Perſuaſion: I with him Joy of it; and 
let him make the moſt of his Word : It can 
only, in my poor Opinion, ſerve to ſhew, that 
he miſtakes the Nature and Tendency of Ne- 
gative Diſcouragements ; which are not meant 
as Inſtruments of Perſuaſion to thoſe who diſ- 
ſent from the Church ; but merely as a Secu- 
rity to the Church from thoſe who wou'd de- 
ſtroy it. Is there no Difference between 
forcing a Man to join with you, and hindring 
him from hurting you? Is it Perſecution, not 
to truſt a Man with Power to injure yourſelf ? 


This is the only Uſe of Negative Diſcourage- 


ments; and 'tis a very right Uſe. Negative 
Diſcouragements are no more Inſtruments of 
Perſuaſion , than Locks and Bolts are Inſtru- 
ments of making Men honeſt ; becauſe they 
ſerve to ſhut the Door againſt ſuch as wou'd 
force in to ſpoil you of your Goods, All I 
ſhall obſerve from this Paſſage, is, That his 
Lordſhip does not allow the Magiſtrate to 
give any Encouragement to true Religion, or 
even any Negative Diſcouragement to the 
Contrary. -: Wi 
The next, and only Paſſage more, that I 
ſhall produce on this Wer wa is at p. 20. of 
the Sermons ½ % oth jo 7 ' 
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As ſoon as ever you hear of any of the En- 
gines of this World, whether of the rw 
7 


think 
that then, and ſo far, the Kingdom of this 
Mord takes place. For, I. If the very Eſ- 
= ſence of God's Worſhip be Spirit and Truth; 
Il. F Religion be Virtue and Charity, under 
the Belief of a 1 Governor and Fudge ; 
III. IF true real Faith cannot be the Effect of 
Force; IV. And if there can be no Reward, 
where there is no willing Choice : Then I' N 
ALL, or ANY of THESE CASES, to 
apply Force or Flattery, worldly Pleaſure or 
Pain, is to act contrary to the Intereſt of 
True Religion, as it is plainly oppoſite to the 
Maxims upon which Chriſt founded bis King- 
dom; who choſe the Motives which are not 0 
this World, to ſupport a Kingdom which is 
not of this World. | 
Here, I think, there is no Difficulty in 
his Lordſhip's Expreſſions : He roundly af- 
firms, that to apply Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, in ALL or ANY of the Caſes men- 
tioned, is to act contrary to the Intereſt of 
True Religion, as it is plainly oppoſite to the 
Maxims on which Chriſt founded his King- 
dom. Yet even here the Letter-Writer would 
perſuade us, that all his Lordſhip has faid, 
amounts only to this; To make uſe of Tem- 
poral Rewards of Religion, is Adding, ſo far, 
Something of this World, to a Kingdom not of 
Fee e Sat "this 


or the leſſer Sort, you muſt immediate 
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this World. [Letter, p. 17.] Which is in- 
deed a very ſafe Propoſition: It has this on- 
ly — that tis nothing to the Pur- 
poſe. 

His Lordſhip ſays, That to add Rewards 
and Puniſhments in any of his Caſes, is to act 


contrary to the Intereſt of True 1 * and 


in Oppoſition to the Maxims on which Chriſt 
founded his Kingdom. And this ſurely is a 
little more than barely ſaying ; So far, 
Something of this World is added: For *tis 
faying, that this Something is added , 
contrary to the Intereſt of True Religion, and 
in Oppoſition to the Maxims of Chriſt. 
His Lordſhip will not, I preſume, maintain, 
That any thing ought , or may lawfully be 
done, that is contrary to the Intereſt of True 
Religion, and the Tarte of Chriſt , and 


therefore he does, and muſt maintain, that in 


all the Cafes mention'd , *tis unlawful, 'tis 
wicked, to apply Temporal Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments. NG 
And now pray conſider the Caſes. The 
Committee fix'd on the two firſt only; be- 
cauſe his Lordſhip might poſſibly ſay , that 
the two laſt refer to Matters of mere Opi- 
nion and Perſuaſion ; but of the two firſt he 
cannot ſay ſo. { 
The firſt Caſe ſuppoſes the Worſhip of God 
to be Spirit and Truth The Second ſuppoſes 
Religion to be Virtue and Charity, under the 


be- 
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Belief of a Supreme Governor and Fudge. 
Are theſe Matters of Opinion, or Speculation 
only? Are they not the Dictates of Rea- 
ſon and Nature, as well as Laws of the Go- 
ſpel? Are they not Eſſential Religion, ſuch 
as Men are bound to, even as they are rea- 
ſonable Creatures, antecedently to any Reve- 
lation whatever ? Are they not Laws which 
all the World are under, in virtue of the 
Underſtanding given them by God > And 


muſt the Magiſtrate be excluded, merely be- 


cauſe theſe Laws are adopted into the Go- 
ſpel, and are become the Laws of Chriſt ? 
The Magiſtrate rules over Reaſonable Crea- 
tures, and 1s juſtifiable in treating them upon a 
Suppoſition that they are perſuaded of whatRea- 
ſon teaches : And therefore, in theſe Caſes, he 
has a Right to ſuppoſe his Subjects perſuaded 
that the Worſhip of God is Spirit and Truth; 
and that Religion is Virtue and Charity, un- 
der the Belief of a Supreme Governor aud 
ul And conſequently , in theſe Caſes, 

is , Fat and Puniſhments have no View 
towards creating a Perſuaſion, but merely to- 
wards making Men do, what they know they 
ought to do. | 

This muſt be fo, unleſs any one will 

ſay, That the Magiſtrate ought to govern 
his People, as ſuppoſing them to be Brutes, 
and not Men. Beſides, does not the Practice 
of Virtue and Charity take in every thing, 


that 
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that affects the Happineſs and Well-Being of 
Mankind in this World ? And 1s this no Con- 
cern of the Magiſtrates ? Becauſe Virtue and 
Charity, and the contrary Vices, ſhall be re- 
warded, and puniſhed hereafter, Muſt the 
World be torn in Pieces in the mean while 
without Remedy? And will it be ſufficient 
for the Magiſtrate to ſay, when he 1s called 
upon, to puniſh the Offences againſt Vertue 


and Charity: This is Religion; theſe are 


Laws of Chriſt : he has annex d Rewards 
and Puniſhments to them hereafter, and I 
will have nothing to do with them? 

did not intend to enter ſo far into the 
Conſequences of his Lordſhip's Doctrine; 
but I have done it for the Conſolation of the 
Letter-Writer, who ſeems wonderfully ſcared 
with a Conſequence drawn by the Committee 
from this Paſſage ; His Words are, P. 17. 


The Report has charged his Lordſhip's Pofs- 


tion, juſt now cited, with ſetting the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and the Negle of it, Reli. 
gion and Irreligion, on an equal Foot in this 
World. One of the moſt ſtrange and ſur- 
prizing Conſequences that ever was drawn | 
Dear Sir, don't be frighten'd ; the Matter 
ſhall be made eaſy to you ; the Conſequence 


ſhall be brought home to your Door, with- 


out any Trouble to your ſelf. You ſee his Lord- 


ſhip affirms, that, If the very Eſſence of God's 


Worſhip be Spirit and Truth; if * W 
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Virtue and Charity, &c. In theſe Caſes, to 
Wopply Force or Flattery, worldly Pleaſure or 
Pain (i. e. in other Words, Rewards or 
WPuniſhments) is to act contrary to the Iiitersſts 
/ true Religion, as it is plainly oppoſite to the 
EMaxims on which Chrift founded his King- 
om. From whence I infer, that his Lord- 
Whip is againſt applying Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments in theſe Caſes, becauſe I cannot ſup- 
W poſe his Lordſhip is for doing what is con- 
WT trary to the Intereſt of true Religion, and op- 
Ppoſite to the Maxims of Chriſt. And now, 
pray Sir, do the two Caſes ſtated by his 
& Lordſhip, concern the Worſhip of: God, and 
W Religion, or no? If you ſhou'd ſay they 
& don't, I am ſure I ſhou'd be ſurprized : If you 
allow they do, the Conſequence is very plain, 
That ſince the Rewards and Puniſhments of 
this World are not to be applied to the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and Religion ; the Worſhip of 
God, and the Neglect of it, Religion and Ir- 
religion, are ſet upon an equal Foot in this 
= Yorld. For what is there to make a Diffe- 
ET rence ? Force and Flattery, Pleaſure and Pain, 
Frotens and Diſcouragements, nay, even Ne- 
= ative Diſcouragements, are taken away. 
Were then is the Difference with reſpe& to 
= this World? | 
E: The Reader now ſees what his Lordſhip's 
Doctrine is. 9 

ee affirms it to be an Invaſion of Chriſt's 


Kingdom, for any Power on Earth to add 
D Tem- 
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Temporal Rewards and Puniſhments to Chriſt 
Laws: | | 2 
That *tis contrary to the Maxims of Chriſt, 
to encourage the true Worſhip of God, and 
true Religion , or to diſcourage the contrary, 
by the Sanctions of this World: = 
And conſequently, that 'tis impious and. 
wicked for any Prince to interpoſe his Autho. 
rity to ſupport true Religion, and the Honour 
of God in the World. I 
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It is now time to ſhew the Reader, what! 
have publickly declared upon the ſame Subject; 
that he may be enabled to decide the weighty Z 
ee of the Agreement between the 
Biſhop and me, charged in the Letter. j 

In a. Sermon Preach'd and Publiſh'd long 
before that referr'd to by the Letter-Writer, 
I thus expreſs my ſelf : The Fear of God, and I 
of the King, are joined together in Scripture, 3 
to ſhew the Dependence one has upon the other, i 
The only laſling Foundation of Civil Obedience, 
is the Fear of God; and the trueſt Intereſt of Þ 
Princes, is to maintain the HONOUR OF 
RELIGION, by which they ſecure their 
own. Sermon before the Queen, Jan. 31. | 
170. p. I. ; 

God requires an External and Viſiblèe Worſbip 
from us, in which outward Order and Decency 
are required, but not determin'd; and there- 

fore mut be left to their Furiſuiftion, to whom 
we are anſwerable for our Outward Behaviour 
in 


1 
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in all Things. How far miſlaken then is the 
= Zeal of thoſe, who decline ſubmitting to the 
= Orders of the Church, becauſe they are of 
Human Appointment : Whereas being Ordained 
= by a lawful Power, they have ſo far the Stamp 
e Divine Authority, as to make Diſobedience 
to them a Sin againſt God. Ibid. p. 8. 

The Authority of the Prince is as much con- 
cerned in maintaining the Honour and Order 
F God's Service, as of his own; and the No- 
bleft Character that belongs to Princes, is that 
of” Nurſing Fathers and Mothers to the Church 
of Chriſt : The Peace and Order of which, is 
at once the Splendor and Security of a Govern- 
ment. Ibid. p. 13. | 
It is unaccountable in Reaſon, that in Mat- 
ters of Religious Government, every Man 
thinks hin ſel Judge of what is Decent and 
Conventent and what fit to be obeyd-: 
Whereas in Matters of Civil Government, what- 
ever they act, they dare not pretend to the ſame 
Diſcretionary Power, As if the Caſe were 
not the ſame in both; and Obedience in all 
Things Lawful and Honeſt, (further than 
which no Man's private Fudgment extends) 
in both of like Neceſſity. Ibid. p. 16. 

In the Year 171: I publſh'd a Sermon 
preach'd before the Houſe of Commons : The 
Paſſages of it, pertinent to the Subject in 
Hand, are theſe. | 

The Royal Authority being the Immediate 
Power of God, has no more Immediate Con- 
D 2 | cern, 


- 
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cern, than to promote the Service, and eſta. 
bliſh the Honour of God in the Hearts of Men: 
"Tis but a Natural Tribute for Princes to 
pay their Maker, to provide, that thoſe whom i 
God has made to be their Subjects, ſhould not 
CEASE to be his Servants. Serm. before 
the Commons, p. 10. A 
Io prevent Cavils, I defire it may be ob- 
ſerved , that what I call Eftabliſhing the Ho- 
nour of God in the Hearts of Men, in the 
former Part of this Paſſage ; I explain in the 
latter, by providing that they ſhould not 
CEASE to be his Servants. So that Efta- 
bliſhing, plainly means here, Maintaining and 
Preſerving. 

Again: Theſe Advantages can never be 
wanting under the Conduct of a Prince, who 
governs in the Fear of the Lord. * The Senſe 
of his own Duty, and his Regard for the 
Honour of God, will incline him in all Caſgs 
to promote and encourage the Service of his 
Maſter ;, and to fill up that Character, which 
(when juſtly ſuſtained) is both the Ornament 
and Strength of the Crown, DEFENDER 
OF THE FAIT H. Ibid. p. 11. | 

Theſe Paſſages ſhall ſuffice for the preſent ; 
and when the Letter-Writer has reconcil'd 
theſe to the Biſhop's Doctrine, III look more 
tor him. {2 „ 1 

But my Friend perhaps will ſay; If you 
advanc'd Doctrines contrary to thoſe of your 
Fifth of November Sermon, before yon 
e preach's 
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preach'd it, and contradifted it afterwards 
what's that to me? I charge the Do&rines 
in that Sermon with being the ſame with his 
Lordſhip's : Do you clear them. Rightly 
admoniſh'd ; and 1 obey. 

The Reader will remember, that in Stating 
this Caſe at firſt, I obſerv'd to him, that ma- 
ny Points of mere Speculation , or ſuch at 
leaſt as have no dire& Influence on Practical 
Duties , have been by degrees brought into 


Religion; and Churches have divided on 


thoſe Points. Theſe Opinions not being ge- 


neral, in virtue of any known Principle of 


Reaſon, or unconteſted Revelation, Men will 
always difler about them. And here ariſes 
the Difficulty about the Magiſtrate's Power: 
Shall he interpoſe with his Authority, and 
eſpouſe one Side in ſuch doubtful Caſes, and 
force all into his Opinion? Or ſhall he be ex- 


cluded, and let Mens Conſciences work as 


they pleaſe, without Controul> My way of 
thinking in this Matter, I confeſs, is, That 
Conſcience, in theſe Cafes, ought not to be 
forc'd, but that Men ſhou'd be at liberty to 
follow the beſt Light they can get, in chu- 
ſing their Opinions. But then to ſecure the 
Magiſtrate from being inſulted by Men who 
pretend to act according to their Conſcience ; 
their Actions, I think, without any Regard 
had to the Principle from whence they ariſe, 
ought to be, and are ſubject to the Juriſdiction 
of the Magiſtrate, And 'tis in this Senſe, that 
. ** 5 [ have 
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I have ſaid in the Sermon more than once, 
That the Magiſtrate bas nothing to do with 


Conſcience ;, that is, he has nothing to do to 


examine Mens Conſcience, to find the Errors 
of it; and when Conſcience is pleaded in 
Juſtification of evil Actions, he has nothing 
to do with it neither; the Plea does not lie be- 
fore him, to be conſidered as an Excuſe of the 
Action. And this I have ſo fully explained, 
Page 12, 13. of the Sermon, that the Letter- 
Writer cou'd not have miſtaken, had he not 
chus'd to do ſo. 

That this was the true Point before me, in 
the 5th of November Sermon, I will now 
fhew. I have already mentioned the Occaſion 
of the Day, and the Practice of the Church 
of Rome, then naturally under Conſideration 2 
and this alone will make a great Difference 


between his Lordthip and me, were the Caſe 


even as tis repreſented by the I etrer-Writer : 
He had no ſach Occaſion, no ſuch View to 
plead ; He choſe his Subject; and without 
Regard to, or the lea ſt Mention of the Church 
of Rome, or her Practices, he writes down 
the Magiſtrate's Power in all Cifzs. If our 
Words were the fame. yet our Meaning was 
not. I expreſsly ſpoke of the Exerciſe of the 
Temporal Power, is uſed in the Church of 
Rome ;, and his Lordihip as expreſsly of the 
Exerciſe of it, in all poſſible Caſes of Reli- 
gion whatever. lip ke of forcing the Con- 
fcience ; his Lordſhip of enforcing the * 
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of Chriſt in Matters of Natural Morality, 
where Conſcience cannot be pleaded: I was 
againſt driving Men into doubtful or falſe 
Opinions, in oppoſition to the Light of their 
own Minds: His Lordſhip was againſt en- 
couraging Obedience by Temporal Sanctions, 
to thoſe Laws, which the Light of the Mind 
cannot reject. 

But 1 quit this Plea ; I have no Occaſion 
for it. 

It will be allowed me, I ſuppoſe, that in 
chuſing the Heads of Diſcourſe, I had regard 
to the Subject I intended to confider : Now 
with reſpe& to our Saviour's Reaſon, for the 
Excluſion of Temporal Power in Matters of 
Religion: I ſay p. 5. 

1. I ſhall ſhew : that it holds in all Caſes, 
with reſpect to Church Power; that 1s, that the 
Church, as ſuch, has no Temporal Power. 
Under this Head the Letter-Writer found 
ſome ſtrong Expreſſions againſt Temporal 
Power in Matters of Religion: And what I 
ſaid, with reſpe& to the Churches Right of 
uling ſuch Power, he has confronted againſt 
the Biſhop's Declarations, with regard to the 
Magiſtrate's Right; and the unwary Reader 
is led to think we mean the ſame Thing, 
when we are ſpeaking on two very different 


Subjects. But this will appear by and by. 


The Second is 


2. That the Argument does not affect the 
Civil Magiſtrate's Power, nor tye up bis Hands 
from 
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from interpoſing with the Civil Sword in Mat- 
ters proper for his Juriſdiction; however 
they may be pretended to be allied to Religion. 

Can the Reader think, that if I had in- 
tended to ſpeak of the Laws of Chriſt, of 
pure eſſential Worſhip, and Moral Religion, 
that I ſhould have uſed ſuch an Expreſſion, 
(however they may be pretended to be allied 
to Religion) of any. Actions flowing from 
them ? No, *tis plain then, that I meant to 
ſpeak of ſuch Points of Conſcience only, as often 
do produce very evil Effects in the World; 
and of theſe Effects J properly ſaid, they are 
pretended to be allied to Religion i. e. be- 
cauſe they ariſe from Conſcience and Opi- 
nion. 

It will appear to any body who will be at 
the trouble to read the Sermon, that I all 
along conſider theſe Points of Conſcience 
under theſe two Views: 1. As reſiding 
in the Mind (in which Caſe I call them, 
Matters purely of a Religious Nature , 
p. 12.) where the Magiſtrate ought not to 
touch them: 2. As breaking out into ill Pra- 
ctices, which the Magiſtrate may lawfull 
puniſh. Upon this Diſtinction, the whole 
Sermon is founded. But had I conſidered 
theſe Points as pure Religion, cou'd I have 
put the Caſe of their growing out into Actions 
worthy of Puniſhment ? *Tis plain, I cou'd 
not from the Reaſon of the Thing; and 'tis 
plain I did not, from theſe expreſs Words . 
3 the 
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the Sermon, p. 1 5. The Civil Magiſtrate is of this 
World, and the Affairs of it are his proper Care; 
from which he ought not to be excluded by any 
Pretences of Religion : Nor will this bring any 
Men under Difficulty upon the Account of PURE 
RELIGION, which never interferes with the Ma- 

iſlrates Rights. The Reader will obſerve. the 
Diſtindtion between Pretences of Religion, and 
Pure Religion; and that the former Expreſſion de- 
ſcribes the Subject I was treating on; the latter, 
that Religion, which I here declare was not with- 
in the Argument, and cou'd not therefore be af- 
fected by it. I beg leave to tranſcribe one Paſ- 
ſage from Page 11 of the Sermon, which will 
Clear this Point, and ſhew on what Subje& I was 
treating ; whether the Laws of Chriſt and pure 
Religion, or doubtful Opinions and Speculations 
in Matters of Faith. 

The Words are; As to mere difference in Opinion, 
which ends only in Speculation, or influences only 
the Internal Acis of the Mind, or produces only 
ſuch external Afts, as no way concern the publick 
Peace; I ſee not how the Magiſtrate can intereſt 
bimſelf in them: But where-ever Difference f Opi- 
nion is attended with Conſequences that may affect 
the State, How can it ſtand with Reaſon, or Pub- 
lick Good, to exclude the Magiſlrates in ſuch 
Caſes ? | 

Am I here ſpeaking of the Laws of Chriſt ; 
of the very Eſſence of God's Worſhip, Spirit and 
Truth; or of Religion, conſidered, as Virtue and 
Charity, under the Belief of a Supreme Governor 
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from interpoſing with the Civil Sword in Mat- 
ters proper for his Juriſdiction; however 
they may be pretended to be allied to Religion. 

Can the Reader think, that if hac in- 
tended to ſpeak of the Laws of Chriſt, of 


pure eſſential Worſhip, and Moral Religion, 
that I ſhould have uſed ſuch an Expreſſion, 


(however they may be pretended to be allied 


to Religion) of any. Actions flowing from 
them? No, tis plain then, that I meant to 
ſpeak of ſuch Points of Conſcience only, as often 
do produce very evil Effects in the World; 
and of theſe Effeds I properly ſaid, they are 
pretended to be allied to Religion 5 i. e. be- 
cauſe they ariſe from Conſcience and Opi- 
nion. 

It will appear to any body who will be at 
the trouble to read the Sermon, that I all 
along conſider theſe Points of Conſcience 
under theſe two Views: 1. As reſiding 
in the Mind (in which Caſe I call them, 
Matters purely of a Religious Nature , 
p. 12.) where the Magiſtrate ought not to 
touch them: 2. As breaking out into ill Pra- 
tices, which the Magiſtrate may lawfull 
puniſh. Upon this Diſtinction, the whole 
Sermon is founded. But had I conſidered 
theſe Points as pure Religion, cou'd I have 
put the Caſe of their growing out into Actions 
worthy of Puniſhment ? *Tis plain, I cou'd 
not from the Reaſon of the Thing; and 'tis 
plain I did not, from theſe expreſs Words 0 
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the Sermon, p. 15. The Civil Magiſtrate is of this 
World, and the Affairs of it are his proper Care; 
from which he ought not to be excluded by any 
Pretences of Religion : Nor will this bring any 
Men under Difficulty upon the Account of PURE 
RELIGION, which never interferes with the Ma- 
iſtrates Rights. The Reader will obſerve. the 
Diftindion between Pretences of Religion, and 
Pure Religion; and that the former Expreſſion de- 
ſcribes the Subject I was treating on; the latter, 
that Religion, which I here declare was not with- 
in the Argument, and cou'd not therefore be af- 
fected by it. I beg leave to tranſcribe one Paſ- 
ſage from Page 11 of the Sermon, which will 
clear this Point, and ſhew on what Subject I was 
treating ; whether the Laws of Chriſt and pure 
Religion, or doubtful Opinions and Speculations 
in Matters of Faith. 

The Words are; As to mere difference in Opinion, 
which ends only in Speculation, or influences only 
the Internal Acts of the Mind, or produces only 
ſuch external Acis, as no way concern the publick 
Peace; I ſee not how the Magiſtrate can intereſt 
bimſelf in them: But where-ever Difference of Opi- 
nion ts attended with Conſequences that may affect 
the State, How can it ſtand with Reaſon, or Pub- 
lick Good, to exclude the Magiſtrates in ſuch 
Caſes ? | 

Am I here ſpeaking of the Laws of Chriſt ; 
of the very Eſſence of God's Worſhip, Spirit and 
Truth; or of Religion, conſidered, as Virtue and 
Charity, under the Belief of a Supreme 5 
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and Judge? If I am not, how can the Biſhop 
and 1 be made to agree in One Point, when ttis 
evident, we are treating of Two entirely diſtinct 
and oppoſite ? His Lordſhip expreſſy throws out 
of his Subject, all Declarations, and Deciſions of 
Men, P. 14. And ſpeaks of the Laws of the 
Kingdom as Chriſt left them, P. 18. J ſpeak of 
Men's Opinions; Miittakes in their Judgment, P. 
12. and Errors of their Conſcience, P. 13. 

And are we not now in an hopeful way of 
Agreement? His Lordſhip argues, That if the 
Church of Chriſt be the Kingdom of Chriſt, it is 
eſſential to it, that Chriſt himſelf be the ſole Lau- 
giver, and ſole Judge, that all his Subjects in 
what Station ſoever, (i. e. whether they be Civil 
or Eccleſiaſtical Powers) are equally without 
Authority, to judge, cenſure, or puniſh, the Ser- 
vants of another Maſter, in Matters relating pure- 
ly to Conſcience or SALVATION. 

My Inference from the ſame Principle ts, That 
the Church hath no Temporal Power: And with 
reſpe&t to the Civil Magiſtrate, I moſt expreſly 
guard againſt. the Uſe his Lordſhip has made of 
his Text, in theſe Words ; But it ought to be re- 
membred, that the Arguments drawn from the 
Nature of Religion, and of CHRIST"s SPIRT- 
TUAL KINGDOM, againſt the uſe of temporal 
Puniſhments, are concluſiube ONLY as to the Mi- 
niflers of that Kingdom ;, and cannot extend to 


the CIVIL MAGISTRATE, 5th of November 
Sermon, P. 9. | 
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The Agreement you ſee draws on apace. 

But if this, all this, is not ſufficient to ſnew 
the true View of my Sermon, I have one Evi- 
dence more to produce, and he no willing one, 
I aſſure you, even the Letter-Writer himſelf 
His Evidence ſtands thus : *Tis very plain to him, 
that his Lordſhip and I agree : And at P. 18. he 
ſays ; His Lordſhip aſſerts, That to apply Force, 
&c. in order to make Men Profeſs this or that 
Opinion ( for this is evidently bis Meaning) is to 
act, &c. Now Sir, if his Lordſhip and I agree ; 
if his Lordſhip, in your Opinion, ſpoke of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments only as they are applied 
in order to make Men profeſs this or that Opini- 


on: | humbly hope, that I may have leave to 


lay, that even in your Judgment, I ſpeak of 
Temporal Power only as *tis- applied in order to 
make Men profeſs this or that Opinion. | 
Whether his Lordſhip means, as the Letter- 
Writer {ys he does, has been already exami- 
ned, and proved that he does not. 
Suppoſe now, that the Paſſages produced out 


of his Lord(hip's Sermon, and out of mine, do 


agree in Words, yet what 1s this towards ſhew- 
ing that his Lordſhip and I are in the ſame Sen- 
timents, ſince he ſpeaks of one Thing, and I of 
another ? Shou'd I ſay the King has no Authority, 
evidently meaning in Italy or Spain : Shou'd ano- 
ther ſay, The King has no Authority; as evi- 
dently meaning in Great-Britain or Ireland : 
Would the Letter-Writer ſay, we agreed; that 
my Words had the ſame ill Tendency that the 
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others had; that I, as directly impeach'd the 
King's lawful Supremacy , as the other ? If he 
would not fay it in that Caſe,why does he ſay it in 
this, which is exactly the ſame. The Biſhop ſays, 
the Civil Magiſtrate has no Authority- to add 
Temporal Puniſhments in Matters of Religion: I 
ſay, The Church has no Authority to add them. 
His Lordſhip ſpeaks. of the Laws of Chriſt as he 
left them: I {peak of Differences in Opinions; of 
Matters of Speculation ; of Miſtakes and Errors 
of Conſcience, His Lordſhip ſpeaks of increaſing 
the Penalties, to make thoſe obey theLaw,who are 
alreadySubjefts of Chriſt; that is, who are willingly 
and ſincerely perſuaded of the Law; | ſpeak of 
forcing the Aſſent in Matters of Difference His 
Lordſhip is againſt negative Diſcouragements ; I 
am againſt poſitive Puniſoments. And yet it ſeems 
we are both of the ſame Mind. 0 

I might very well reſt the Matter here, and 
leave the World to judge between us. But to 
clear the Matter once for all ( which I never in- 
tend to meddle with more) Iwill examine the 
particular Paſſages produced by the Letter-Wri- 
ter. AMP 

The firſt Paſſage produced out of my Sermon, 
is p. 8. | 

"Tis juſt Reaſoning, I think, to infer from the ſpi- 
ritual Nature cb eee, the ys 
tual Power of HIS MINISTERS on Earth, that 
temporal Puniſhments are nor proper 10 enforce the 
Laws and Edifts of Chriſt's Kingdom ;, for fance 
tbe Kingdom is not of this M. 7 the Powers be- 


longing 
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longing to THIS Kingdom cannot be of this World. 
This Paſſage ſtands under the, firſt Head; which 
was to ſhew, That the Church as ſuch, is not en- 
titled to the Exerciſe of Temporal Powers ; and 
the very Paſſage it ſelf ſpeaks as much, conclu- 
ding, that the Powers belonging to this Kingdom 
(i. e. the Powers of the Church) cannot be of 
this World. 
The next is, under the ſame Head too, and in 
the ſame Page. Tor 
F the Authority be of this World, it muſt be 
ſupported by the Power of this World, To this I 
muſt add the Paſſage quoted in the Letter, p. 17. 
and mark'd Number VII; for though ſet at ſuch 
2 Diſtance in the Letter, tis Part of the ſame 
Paragraph, and relates to the ſame Argument. The 
Words are ; 
And quently Thoſe who are for throwing 
all Spiritual Power out of the Church, and intro- 
ducing into the Room of it a Power derived from 
the Civil Magiſtrate, muſt, to exempt the Conſci» 
ences of Men from a Spiritual Furiſdittion, ſub- 
mit them to a Temporal, and leave them to truckle 
to the Power of the Sword ; which is in its Con- 
ſequence,whatever it may be in its Principle, down- 
right Popery. The Words in the Roman Chara- 
ger are, omitted by the Letter-Writer. 1 
To what Purpoſe theſe Paſſages are quoted, 1 
cannot imagine : They have no Reference to the 
(Queſtion in Debate, but are Part of an Argu- 
ment brought to aſſert the Spiritual Juriſdiction of 
the Church, -There are ſome, we know, wan 
1 = 
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deſtroy the Spiritual Authority of the Church, 
deny that the Church is derived from the Inſtitu- 
tions of Chriſt, or his Apoſtles; and aſſert it to 
be x mere Creature of the State. And their Con- 
cluſion is right; for if the Church be derived 
from a Temporal Power, ſhe can claim from that 
no Spiritual Juriſdiction: But then theſe Men are 
equally, (if not more) zealous againſt the Tem- 
poral Power of the Church, as againſt the Spiri- 
tual. To them therefore I argue ; If the Church 
be derived from the State, it muſt derive a Power 
from the State for its Support; as all Civil Socie- 
ties and Incorporations have, in virtue of their 
Incorporation, ſome Civil Power for their own 
Preſervation ': Therefore, I ſay, in the firſt Paſ- 
ſage, If the Authority be of this World, it muſt 
be ſupported by the Power of this World; that is, 
if the Church derives all her Authority from the 
State, ſhe muſt have'a State (Temporal) Power to 
ſupport that Authority. Upon which I infer, in 
the 2d Paſſage : Conſequently THOSE, who 
are for throwing all Spiritual Power out of the 
Church, and introducing into the room of it, a 
Power DERIV ED from the CIVIL MAGE 
STRATE, muſt, to exempt the Conſciences of 
Men from a Spiritual Furiſdiction, (which is their 
Aim) ſubmit them to a Temporal « Which is in 
its Conſequences -— downright Popery. That is, 
to give the Church, as {uch, a Temporal Power ; 
which 1s the Conſequence of deriving her Autho- 
rity from the State; is downright Popery. And 
now what 1s this to the Purpoſe? ls * ar 
Wor 
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Word about the Magiſtrate's Power, in Matters 
of Religion ; or any thing parallel to what the 
Biſhop ſays, except the mere Sound of Words ? 
But let us go on. 

The next Paſſage is Page 1 2. of the Letter, and 
8 of the Sermon. 

The Paſſage ſtands thus in the Letter. 

MT KINGDOM 1S NOT OF THIS WORLD. 
This may ſerve to ſhew the Meaning and Extent of 
our Saviour's Argument, and bow contrary it is to 
the Genius and Spirit of the Chriftian Religion, to 
FOUND its Faith in Temporal Puniſhments, The 
Powers which ARE DERIVED to the CHURCH 
from Chriſt the Head, are purely Spiritual ; the 
Puniſhments ſhe inflicts are of the ſame Nature, 
and the Effect of them is generally ſuſpended, till 
the Offender comes to another World. 

This Paſſage likewiſe ſtands under the firſt 
Head in the Sermon, which was to ſhew, That 
the Church has no Temporal Powers, as ſuch : 
And the Paſſage ſpeaks only of the Powers deri- 
ved to the Church from Chriſt the Head. And 
what has this to do in a Debate about the Magi- 
oiſtrate ? Becauſe the Church has no Temporal 
Power, will it follow that the Magiſtrate has 
none? If not, why was this Place produced at 
all? 

But here the Letter-Writer has ſhewed his 
Art and his Sincerity at once: The Biſhop deduces 
all his Doctrine, with reſpect to the No Authorit 
of the Church and Magiſtrate, from this coal: 
Sentence, My Kingdom is not of this M. me. The 

etter- 
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Letter-Writer thought it to his Purpoſe, that T 
ſhould do ſo too: And therefore he has added 
at the beginning of this Paſſage taken from my Ser- 
mon, My Kingdom is not of this V. orld. Whereas 
begin a new diſtin& Paragraph with theſe Words, 
(and refer back, not to a ſingle Text, but to all 1 
had faid on the SubjeA,) This may ſerve to ſhew, 
&c. The Paragraph before does not end, with 
thoſe Words, My Kingdom is not of this World, 
but with theſe, Now is my Kingdom not from 
hence : And they ſtand joined to what goes before, 
and not introducing what follows in the Paſſage 
quoted. 

At this rate, my Friend may make me agree 
with whom he pleaſes : If he meant me an Ho. 
nour, I have Reaſon to excuſe his Zeal, but T 
deſire for the future, that he wou'd ſerve me in 
an honeſter Way. 

The next Paſſage is page 12. Letter, and 12 
Sermon. The Truth of the matter lies in a very nar- 
row Compaſs : The Church has no Right to impoſe 
Penal Laws upon any Account : In Matters purely 
F a Religious Nature, the State bas no Right 
neither. 

I overlook the falſe Pointing of this Paſſage, in 
the Letter; it does me no other Injury, than 
making Nonſenſe of my Words; and that I can 
forgive. The Streſs of the Quotation lies in the 
laſt Words; In matters purely of” a Religious Na- 
ture, the State bas no Right neither, 

[ have already told the Reader, what I mean, 


by Matters purely of a Religious Nature, in this 
3 Debate : 
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Debate: That I diſtinguiſh between Opini- 
ons in Religious Matters, conſidered only as 
they affect the Conſciences of Men; and as 


they come to ſhew themſelves in Practices 


of ill Conſequence to publick Peace. In the 


former Caſe, I call them Matters rely of 


4 Religious Nature, and haveexpreſly di- 
ſtinguiſhed them in this Sermon, from pure, 
eſſential Religion. And if my Friend had 
looked to the End of the Paſſage ; the Be- 
ginning of which he here produces, he 
would have ſeen my Meaning For of 


theſe Matters of purely 4 Religious Nature, 


I fay; of ſuch Matters perbaps there may be 
great ; ſcarcity in the World; for the Paſſions 
of Men work themſelves into their Religious 
Concerns ;, and the Controverſy grows inſenſibly 


into a Struggle for Power and Superiority ; 


and it becomes him (the Magiſtrate) to ſtir 
and to drive Conſcience out of the State to its 
proper Seat, the Heart of Man; whither his 
Power neither can nor ought to follow it. 


Now the Matters of purely a Religious Na- 


ture, in the Beginning of the Paſſage, in 
which the State has no Right, muſt be the 
ſame with thoſe in the End of it, which the 
Magiſtrates Power, neither can nor ought to 
follow; and theſe are declared to be, Points 


of Conſcience, whillt they are in their proper 
Seat, the Heart of Man. 
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*'Tis true indeed, that the Expreſſions, 
(Matters of purely a Religious Nature, and 
pure Religion,) are too near a-kin in Sound, 
whilſt they ſtand for ſuch different Ideas. 
But alas! I am not arrived to an Authority, 
| that will bear me out in diſcarding old 
Words, and coining new ones; or raiſing new 
Images to repreſent old Notions ; and there- 
fore muſt be content to ſpeak as the World 
{peaks, and ſhift as well as I can with the 
Difficulties of my Mother Tongue. *Tis ob- 
{ervable, however, that in the Ule the Letter- 
Writer makes of this Paſſage, he has thought 
fit to leave out the Word purely, page 14 
Letter. This being the firſt good Office he 
has done me, I ought to thank him for it; 
for confidering the Uſe that has been made of 
this, and Words of the like Import, I am very 
willing to part with my Share of them. 
Tho' the Letter-Writer, for a Reaſon which 
he and now, ought to have ſhewn more 
Tenderneſs to ſuch a frpnificant Word. 
The next Paſſage is p. 15 Letter, p. 6 
Sermon. 
VL f The Honour of God is beſt conſulted by 
| complying with the gracious Deſigns of his 
Providence ;, and the Honour of Religion beſt 
ſecured, by promoting the Ends of it, And 
fimce our Saviour has told us, that the Deſign 
of his coming into the World, and the End of 
the Religion he taught, was not to deſiroy, 
but to ſave Men's Lives; there can be na 
9 greater 
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und greater Indignity nffered to God; no greater 


| 0 Contempt ſhewn of Chriſl, or Flemiſh ca/! 70 B- 
Ideas. on Religion; than to make Religion, which 


= was defign'd to ſave Men, the Means and In- 

old firument of deſtroying them. The Argument 
_ reaches to all Methods of propagating Religi- 
ola on, which are hurtful or injurious to Men, as 


þ well as merely to the deſtroying them by the 
_ Fire and Sword ;, for the Son of Man, mo 


ob. more came t inj ure and abuſe Men, than he 
_ did to deſiroy them: And the Argument is 
ght equally ſtrong againſt injuring or abuſing our 
pf Felluw-Creatures in order to PROPAGATE 
0 the Faith, as it is againſt deſtroying them. 
oF, This Paſſage is at the very Beginning of 
the firſt Head of Diſcourſe, intended to ex- 
87 clude the Church, as ſuch, from Temporal 
"—_ Power ; I put the Plea for Temporal Pow- 
h er in the Church, in the ſame manner that 
* the Church of Rome puts it; The 
whole Weight of the Argument lies upon the 
5 Honour of God and Religion ; from which 
Topick the Doctrine of extirpating Hereticks 
. fetches its main Support. I anſwer this Plea 
in the Words above : Extirpating Hereticks 
F 


by Church Power was the Caſe in view, which 

I ſhew to be inconſiſtent with the Honour of 
God and Religion; and ſay expreſly, that 
this Argument holds with reſpect to all Me- 
thods of propagating Religion, that are hurt- 
ful and injurious. And what then? Propa- 
F 2 _ gating 
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gating Religion is one Thing ; and puniſhing 
Men for Actions againſt the plain Laws of 
Chriſt, to which they own themſelves ſub- 
ject, 1s another. *Tis one Thing to ſay, that 
"tis oppoſite to the Maxims of Chriſt, to en- 
courage by Temporal Rewards, Religion as tis 
Virtue and Charity ;, which his Lordſhip af- 
firms in the Paſſage ſet oppoſite to this in the 
Letter: And another to ſay, as I do, That 
the Faith is not to be propagated by hurting 
or abuſing Men. 

In order to remove an Obje&ion againſt 
what I here ſay of injuring and abufing Men; 
[ ſtate it my ſelf, in the next Words after the 
Paſſage. 

"Tis true, that all Puniſhments do not come 
under the Notion of Injuries or Abuſes, ſince 
many are calculated for the Benefit of Offen- 
ders, &c. 

[ anſwer this by ſaying, that, However 
good a Reaſon this may be for exerciſmg Tem- 
poral Puniſhments in the Cauſe of Religion, 

it can ſignify nothing in the PRESENT 
CASE ; unleſs the CHURCH be VESTED 
with a Power of diſpenſing Temporal Puniſh- 
ments; for this Reaſon cannot CREATE a 
Power where it is not. 

What then was the preſent Caſe, in which 
I was concern'd ? Have I not plainly expreſs'd 
it to be, Whether the Church were veſted with 
Temporal Power? And what is this to the 
Letter-Writer's Point ? 1 8 [ am 
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I am ſpeaking, of the Power of the Church. 

His Lordſhip, of the Power of the Civil 
Magi ſtrate. 

And my good Friend ſays, we both ſpeak 
of the ſame Thing. | 


The next Paſſage, p. 16. Lett. p. 7. Serm. 
is Part of this very Argument, and follows 
the Words laſt quoted: It is guarded before 
and behind againſt all Miſtakes, but wilful 
ones. After having ſaid, 

This Reaſon cannot create a Power ( in the 
Church) where it is not; it can only direct 
the Exerciſe of it, (i. e. in the Magiſtrate's 
Hand) where it is: I add the Paſſage quo- 
ted by the Letter. And therefore, to thoſe 
who urge the Conveniency of Temporal Puniſh 
ments in Matters of Religion, we anſwer with 
our Bleſſed Saviour, Te know not what manner 
of Spirit ye are f. The Kingdom of Chriſt is 
not of this World, nor is it to be Erected or 
Supported by Worldly Power. Here the Let- 
ter ends. I go on: He has not intrenched 
upon the Civil —_—_— Authority, or 
granted any Part of THEIR Commiſſion to 
HIS DISCIPLES. | 

I can make this Paſſage no plainer : If m 
Friend cannot ſee that I ſpeak here of Churc 
Power, and not of Civil Power, I have no 
Help for him. 


2 | The 
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The Paſſage, p. 17. Letter, has been con- 
ſidered already. 55 Mok 

The Five next, and only remaining Paſ- 
ſages made uſe of by the Letter- Writer, 


p. 21, and 12, 13, 14, Pages of the Sermon, 
are, | 


1. Thus much is certain, the Magiſtrate 
has no Right to puniſh Men for the Miſtakes 
in their Ne, or Errors of their Conſci- 
ence. 

2. They lay it down for a Maxim, that 
the Magiſtrate has nothing to do with Conſci- 
ence :, which is very true. 

3. The Magiitrate has nothing to do with 
Conſcience ;, and therefore on ONE HAND, 
he has no Right to bring Conſtience to his Bar, 
to puniſh the Errors or Miflakes of it, or to 
cenſure even the Act ions which proceed from it, 
i unleſs they affect the Publick Good, 
4. The Miniſters of Chriſt are not of this 
World; and therefore they have no Right to 
extend their Maſter's Kingdom, by the Exer- 
ciſe of Worldly or Temporal Power. The Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate is of this World, and the Af- 
fairs of it are bis proper Care. 
5. The Magiftrate might well ſay———Con- 
ſcience I have nothing to do with. 


Theſe Paſſages all relate to one and the 
ſame Argument ; and the Letter-Writer has 
| pick'd 
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pick'd them up juſt as he thought moſt con- 
venient to his preſent Purpoſe , well knowing 
that the Subje& of the Argument was no- 
thing to his Purpoſe. The Argument is to 
aſſert the Magiſtrate's Right to puniſh the evil 
Actions of Men, notwithſtanding that ſuch 
Actions may be the Effect of a miſguided 
Conſcience : And I have ſhewn, that this 
Right is conſiſtent with all juſt Claims that 
can be made in behalf of Conſcience. In 
this Caſe, the Conſcience 1s ſuppoſed erroneous, 
and to lead to evil Practices; and therefore 1 
think here is nothing that can be parallel'd 
with the Biſhop's Caſes, of the Worſhip of 
God in Spirit and Truth, or Religion, conſi- 
dered as Virtue and Charity. The great Fault 
that I find with the Plea for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, as 'tis commonly uſed, is, That Men 
do not really plead for Liberty of Conſcience, 
but for a Liberty of Action; that is, a Li- 
berty to do whatever they ſhall think fit to 
ſay their Conſcience perſuades them to. 
The Principle they go upon is this, The Ma- 
giſtrate has nothing to do with Conſcience, I 
allow them their Principle, and ſhew them 
that it will not ſerve their Purpoſe, or exclude 
the Magiſtrate from puniſhing the ill Actions 
of Men, however they may plead Conſcience. 
And now I will produce the entire Argument, 
as it ſtands in the Sermon, and diſtinguiſh 
the Paſſages produc'd by the CE OP " 

| | a Clit 
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ferent- Character; and fo leave it to the 
Readers Judgment. 


In this Queſtion of the Magiſtrate s Right, 
it matters not what a Man's Opinions are, or 
how well or how ill a Man's Conſcience is in- 
formed For thus much is certain, that the 
Magiſtrate has no Right to puniſh Men for 
the Miſtakes in their Judgment, or the Er- 
rors of their Conſciences. On the other Side, 
when the Magiſtrate calls a Man to an Account 
for his Actions, I cannot ſee that it is ſa much 
as his Duty to enquire, whether the Man took 
what he did to be a Part of his Religion , or 
whether he follow'd the Diftates of his Conſci- 
ence, or no What can the Civil Magifirate 
have to do in 12 Queſtions ; or how can he 
arrive at any Evidence concerning the Truth of 
theſe Matters 2 The Nature if the Action lies 
properly before him, conſider' d in it ſelf, and 
in its Conſequences ;, and if it tend to Mif- 
chief, to breed Diſturbance in the State, be 
has a Right to puniſh it, without conſidering 
whether it be a Religious Action or no. 
There would need no #ſputing in this Caſe, 
if Men would attend to the juſt Conſequences 
of their own Principles They lay it down 
or a Maxim, That the Magiſtrate has nothing 
to do with Conſcience ; which is very true - 
But then they infer, That the Magiſtrate can- 
not puniſh Men for acting according to their 


Con- 
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Cunſcience; which is to ſay, That his Aut bo- 
rity is ſuſpended by the Plea of Conſcience : 
And iff fo, the Magiſtrate, I think, will have 
more than enough to do with it; ſince the 
People's Conſcience will bind bis Power in the 
Exerciſe of the Sword, and be muſt of Neceſ- 
ſy in the Adminiflration of Fuſtice enter into 
the Examination of Conſcience ;, for fince that 
7s to be bis Rule, he ought to know and to con- 
ſider it. 
But if you will attend to the Natural and 
Juſt Conſequences of the Principle, the Truth 
will fland in à clear Light : The Magiſtrate 
has nothing to do with Conſcience: And 
therefore on one Hand he has no Right to 
bring Conſcience to his Bar, to puniſh the 
Errors or Miſtakes of it ; or to cenſure even 
the Actions which proceed from it, unleſs they 
affect, that which is bis immediate Care, the 
Publick Good, or the private Peace and Pro- 
perty of his Subjects: And on the other Hand, 
no one elſe can bring Conſcience before him, or 
by the Pleas of it ſuperſede his Authority in 
any Caſe proper for bis Cognizance. For the 
Magiſtrate might well ſay, The Action is ſuch 
as I am concerned to enquire into; Conſcience 
1 have nothing to do with, it does not lye be- 
fore me, and therefore I ſhall not attend to its 
Pretences, Nor indeed is it poſſible that he 
ſbould, fince tis in every Man's Power in all 
Caſes to plead cage * ; which is never 
more 
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more eaſily pretended to, than by thoſe who 
have none. A Man under a Criminal Accuſa- 
tion might as well refer himſelf to what was 
done in the Mogul's Countrey, as to what 
paſs*d at that Time in bis own unſearebable 
Heart ; and the 1 might, with much 
more Reaſon, admit the Evidence in one Caſe, 
than in the other, where there is no Poſſibility 
of knowing the Truth 


The Paſſage mark'd Numb. 4. is only a 

Recapitulation of this Argument, and is to 
the ſame Purpoſe. The Letter-Writer has 
ſtopt ſhort in the Middle of a Sentence: But 
that is a ſmall Matter among Friends; Read 
then, the laſt Sentence of the Paſſage thus; 
The Civil Magiſtrate is of this World, and the 
Affairs of it are his proper Care, from which 
he ought not to be excluded by any Pretences 
or Pleas of Religion. 
The Laws of Chriſt as he left them; the 
Eſſence of God's Worſhip ;, Religion as it is 
Virtue and Charity; are no Pretences, or Pleas 
of Religion : Of the former the Biſhop ſpeaks 
throughout his Sermon: Of the latter I ſpeak, 
and let the World judge how we agree, 


I have now gone thro? the Letter, and all 
in it, that relates to my Sermon. The only 
Satisfaction I can make the World for trou- 
bling them fo long in ſo trivial a Matter, is 


to promiſe, that I will never do ſo again. I 
45 have 


we 
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have ſtated his Lordſhip's Senſe and my own; 
if the Letter-Writer does not like it, he is 
at Liberty to write on as he thinks fit. I 
am not at ſuch a Loſs to employ my Time, 
as to be willing to attend upon every Call of 
this Nature. Theſe ſmall Attacks are but 
the Excreſcencies of a Controverſy, and not 
worth regarding: I ſay not this, in order to 
decline any Service that I owe, and can per- 
form, to the Church; or the Convocation 
which now cannot ſpeak for it ſelf. When 
his Lordſhip publiſhes his Anſwer, I ſhall be 
neither afraid nor aſhamed to own the Cauſe ; 
or to take a ſhare in the common Defenſe of 
the Repreſentation of the Committee, in which 
I concurred. 

And I cannot but wonder to ſee with how 
much Anger the Committee 1s treated, for 
ſeeing what all the World ſees as well as 
they : Friends and Foes agree in his Lord- 
ſhip's Meaning : Look into the Layman's Let- 
ter of Thanks, the Anatomy of the Convo- 
cation, &c. 2 

Theſe are his Lordſhip's Admirers, and 
praiſe his Doings; and they praiſe him for 
doing the very Thing, which the Convoca- 
tion blames in him: Both agree in their 
Senſe, tho' not in their Reſentments, of his 
Lordſhip's Doctrine. 

The two Authors mentioned, both ſet 
out with the ſame happy Thought, de- 

G 2 claring, 
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claring, that it was no Surprize to them that 
the Lower-Houſe of Convocation reſented 
the Biſhop's Doctrine, becauſe it hat touched 
them in the tender Part: His Lordſhip now 
ſays, that he touched them not in any Part, 
but publiſhed only a Doctrine againſt Popery , 
which they all agree in: How will his L. ord- 
ſhip's Friends like this? Will they not think 
themſelves deſerted? Or how can his Lord- 
ſhip like their Treatment of him, when he 
complains ſo heavily of others? Why have 
not they been rebuked for miſtaking and miſ- 
repreſenting his Lordſhip's Opinion? Or why 
has the Committee? Was the Convocation 
only bound to be blind > Was it commend- 
able in thoſe who liked the Doctrine and the 
Tendency, to underſtand his Lordſhip's Mean- 
ing ; and publickly to thank him for daring 
to appear pinoy the Current of  Corru 
Leaders who are every Day running US 
back again into the worſt part of POPERY. 
(2d Letter of Thanks, page 2.) And was 
it ſo outrageous an Injury for thoſe to ſee it, 
who cannot, if they will maintain the Truſt 
repoſed in them, be filent under fuch an At- 
. tack upon the Rights of the Chriſtian Church, 
and the Chriſtian Magiſtrate 2 For my own 
Part, I heartily wiſh to have theſe Wounds 
cloſed up again; I ſhould rejoice to fee his 
Lordſhip clear'd of the Charge he is under, 
tor the Sake of the Church of which he is a 
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Biſhop, and for his own Sake : And I wiſh 


him nothing worſe, than that he may take 
the Methods proper to theſe Ends. 

Thoſe he muſt chuſe himſelf: But ſhould 
he reſolve to inſiſt on the Juſtification of bis 
Sermon; he will find, (if I have any Judg - 
ment) that he has a Matter of another Na- 
ture upon his Hands, than ever yet he was 


. And here I would leave, to make uſe 
of this Opportunity, of obſerving what ſort 
of Anſwer his Lordſhip is preparing to the 
= Oe 2 7 his own Account 
of it, in his Reply to Dr. Snape (p. 33, 
His Lordſhip's Account is = 1 1 * 
Ihbaue taught Men (and I here declare I will 
go on to teach them) to receive no Commands 
in Matters relating to their Eternal Salvation 


from .any Superiors, whether Spiritual or 


Temporal, abſolutely and implicity, upon the 


Ground of mere Authority, without examin- 
ing them by the Laws of Chriſt, and finding 
them agreeable to thoſe Laws : 
All this, which I haue been now ſaying, 
will appear ſtill more clearly, if poſſible, in 
the Anſwer, which I am preparing, to the 
Repreſentation of the Committee of the Lower- 
Houſe of r ge RS 
For whole uſe this Anſwer is preparin 
I profeſs I cannot imagine, or wh — 
it is to ſerve, unleſs to blind the Eyes of the 
%%% $62 ZOE] nts Liioes FE World, 
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World, and to lead them off from the true 
Point, to one which his Lordſhip can better 
deal with. His Lordſhip would be glad to 
have the World about bim think, that the 
whole Controverſy is about Authority to in- 
terpret, and 1mpoſe Laws, | abſolutely; uni- 
mitedly, unconditionally, 8c. But here his 
Lordſhip fights without an Adverſary : And 
he might as well anſwer the Repreſentation, 
by proving there is no Philoſopher's Stone, as 
by proving there 1s no abſolute unlimited Au- 
thority, to interpret or make Laws for Chri- 
ſtians. The Repreſentation has but once 
mentioned the interpreting the Laws of Chriſt, 
and then only with reſpe& to the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, who upon his Lordſhip's Principles, 
are equally, with- others, excluded this Au- 
thority of Interpretation. * d 
The Charge in the Repreſentation is, That 
his Lordſhip's Doctrines tend to ſubvert all 
Government and Diſcipline in the Church of 
Chriſt. A Won 10 * 
Can there be no Government, where there 
is no abſolute. Authority to interpret Laws? 
Can there be no Diſcipline, without unlimi- 
ted, unconditional Submiſhon to the Dictates 
of mere Authority? If there cannot, there 
is an end of all Government in the World, 
for ſuch abſolute, unlimited, ſuch mere Au- 
thority, there is none, either Civil or Eccleſi- 
aſtical. But if theſe Things do not Wr 
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rily go together; if Government and Diſci- 
pline may be carried on without ſuch mere 
Authority; then the Committee might charge 
his Lordſhip with ſubverting Government and 
Diſcipline in the Church, without claiming 
to themſelves ſuch mere Authority, or bla- 
ming him for writing againſt it: And if 
ſo, his Lordſhip may write a Folio againſt 
Abſolute Authority, and yet the Caſe will 
ſtand. as it does: It will ſtill remain a Que; 
ſtion, after all he can ſay upon that Sub- 
ject, Whether his Doctrines tend or no to 
ſubvert the Government and Diſcipline of the 
Church 2 To make this plain, I will put a 
Caſe, it ſhall be that of the inceſtuous Co- 
rinthian: His Crime is known; and every 
one may ſee in Holy Writ, what the Apoſtle 
thought proper Diſcipline in his Caſe. Sup- 
poſe then, the very ſame Caſe ſhould happen 
in any Chriſtian Church now. I ask ; Is 
there an Authority in the Church to excom- 
municate ſuch a Perſon, 7. e. to exclude him 2 
from the Chriſtian Aſſembly, and to deny N 
him the uſe of the Sacraments ? If you ſay, * 
No; you do what the Committee charges on 
his Lordſhip, ſubvert the Diſcipline of the 
Church ; If you ſay, Les; you allow the 
Diſcipline : But then, (according as his Lord- 
{hip intends to anſwer the Repreſentation) 
you will be told, 8 claim an abſolute, 
unconditional, unlimited, and mere Authori- 
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to mals and interpret Laws for Chriſtiatss © 
nd either this is a juſt Charge; or his Lord. 
ſhip's Anfwer will not be a jaſt Anſwer to the 
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he Repreſentation has produced out of 


his Lordſnip's Sermon, ſome Paffages, where 


the Doctrines, which are conceived to ſub- 
vert the Government of the Church, and 
thoſe relating to abſolute Authority, are mix- 
ed together : The Committee fix their Charge 
on the Former; his Lordſhip will anſwer to 
the Latter : And no doubt but the World 
about us will improve by the Controverſy. _ 
To theſe Paſſages, the Committee added 
8 prevent Miſtakes) ſhort Obſervations of 
their own , which were intended to point to 
the Thing they found Fault with: After the 
firſt Paſſage cited, they ſay, It ſeems to deny 
all Authority to the Church; and under Pre- 
rence of exalting the Kingdom of Chrift, td 
leave it without any viſible Human Authorit 
pc cenſure, or puniſh Offenders , in the 


airs of Conſcience or Salvation. 


Is here any Thing about mere Authority ; 
any Claim to a Right of abſolute Interpreta- 
tion? No But his Lordſhip affirms, That 
Chrift is the ſole che of the BEHAVE 
OUR of his Subjects, in the Affairs of Con- 


ſeience and Eternal Salvation; i. e. as he 


explains himſelf, p. 15. Sermon, In all 
Points relating to the Favour or 3 


3 


* 
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Almighty\God.. We fay, that Chriſt is not 


ſole Judge of the Behaviour , &c. for the 
Church has a Right to judge of the Behavi- 
our of Men with reſpect to the Laws of 
Chriſt; which are Points moſt certainly rela- 
ting to the Favont or Diſplea ſure of Almighty 
God. Bebaviour takes in the external 
Actions of Men with regard to the Law 
they are under: And tis one Thing to 
judge the BEHAVIOUR of Men by a plain 
Law, acknowledg'd and receiv'd by the Of- 
fender himſelf; and tis another Thing to pre- 
tend to a Power to interpret abſalutely, un- 
limiteuly, &c. the doubtful or obſcure Laws. 
With reſpect to this Right of Judging, his 
Lordſhip has added no Limitation: Ab ſolute- 
iy, and Properly, ſtand in the fame Period, 
but refertd to other Matters. His Lordſhip 
uſes the Word abſolutely, when applied to In- 
terpreters; and when applied to Ls, in a 
very different Senſe: He ſays of Interpreters, 
There are none who can interpret abſoalutely; 
of Judges he fays, There are ahßſolutely 
none to judge. You ſhall have his own 
Words, p. 16. — Let bim but ark bimfelf, 
Bet her the: Churchrof Chriſt be the Kingdom 
of Chrift) or not? And if it be, Whether this 
Natihn of it doth not 4ABSOLU TELT EA. 
CLUDE-ALL OTHER Legiſlators and 
FUDGE S, in Matters relating to Conſuience, 
and tbe Favour of Gad? His Lordihip has 
WE NE {uch 


Conveyance of Lands. Chriſt is ſale Lam 


Unconditionally, without Examination, to fub. 
it. THIS IS ALL I HAVE TAUGHT. 
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ſuch Plenty of Abſolutely's and Proper, 
that he'll excuſe me, I know; if I claim this 
(Abſolutely) for the Uſe af the Committes. 


don't intend to enter further into thit 
Matter, than is neceſlary to ſnew, That the 
Argument his Lordſhip is preparing againſt 
Abſolute Authority, will not come up to the 
Point of the Repreſentation; and therefore the 
mary Paſſages in his Sermon to the ſame Pur- 
poſe, ſhall reſt till a fitter Opportunity. 
But his Lordſhip tells us, in his Anſwer to 
Dr. Snape, p. 37, 38. That all he has taught, 
amounts only to a Denial of Abſolute Autho- 
rity, I will give the Propofition he has 
taught, in his own Words; and tis drawn up 
as eircumſpectly and ſecurely, as if *twere a 


giver and Judge in Matters of Eternal 'Salva- 


tion; and hath delegated NO ABSOLUTE, 


i. e. Unlimited Authority to Men, to tobicb 
Chriſtians are abſolutely, 1. e ———Unlimitedly, 


Alas! why has all this Flame been raiſed about 
nothing ? About a Doctrine which is not diſpu. 
ted? Was it for THIS, and this ONLY, 
that his Lordſhip's Sermon was introduced 
with fo ſolid an Obſervation upon the Abuſe 
of Words; which have inſenſibly varied, by 
paſſmg thro many Mouths, and by. being taken 
IRENE IEEE UE Eo | 


almoſt 


Ald 
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ſee ) the Notion of Church is further remo- 
ved from Abſolute Authority, than the No- 
tion of Kingdom. Aingdom, in the very 
Sound of it, carries more Wow than Church: 
And I believe his Lordſhip is the firſt, who 


ever thought of ſetting up a Aingdom, merely 


for the fake of pulling down Authority. 
Beſides, his Lordſhip, owns that no ſuch No- 
tion, as that of abſolute Authority, was 
Joined to the Word Church, by any of 
rhoſe for whoſe Uſe the Sermon can be ſup- 


poſed, to be preach'd or printed: His Bre- 


thren, the Biſhops, he believes, 
P. 42. Anſ. diſclaim, and diſdain it. So do, 
n ALL, even every Man of the 
Church of England; Every Man of thoſe 
themſelves who have treated me in the ſame 
Unhandſome Manner upon this 
Account. v5 
And his Lordſhip profeſſes ſeriouſly, That 


he never knew, nor heard of any Church upon 


p. 41. Ibid, 


Id. p. 39 Rome in its latter corrupted 


State, which ever dared to claim ſuch an 
abſolute Authority. | | 
And was this Notion, which every Man of 
the Church of England, as well Clergy as 
Laity, rejects; was this the Evil to be op- 
poſed with an open and undiſguiſed Zeal ? 
Was this Evil, which it ſeems no body is in- 
tected with, the very Thing which 1 


: As . 


Earth, except the Church of 


1 


— 
wo 
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the Vitals of all that it Good, and war juſt 
going to take from Mens Eyes the Boundaries 
F Right and Wrong Ai 

No, no; this was not the Secret: His 
Lordſhip has been too long a Writer to make ſo 
great an Apparatus introductive of Nothing : 
But be it as it will: If his Lordſhip can prove, 
That his Doctrines do not tend to ſubvett the 
Government and Diſcipline of the Church; 
That tis conſiſtent with his Opinion, that 
the Church may Cenſure Men for their Be- 
baviour, with reſpe& to the Laws of Chriſt; 
notwithſtanding he has affirmed, That Chriſt 
the ſole Fudge of their Behaviour, in mat- 
ters of Salvation. That Spiritual Governors 
may Judge, Cenſure, and Puniſh Offenders 
in Matters of Religion ; notwithſtanding he 
has affirmed (p. 16.) That no one of Chriſt's 
Subjects in what Station ſoever they may be, 
bath. Authority to Judge, Cenſure, 
or Puniſh the Servants of another Maſter 
(i. e. Chriſtians) in Matters relating purely to 
Conſcience or Salvation. (And to Salvation, 
the plaineſt, the Moral Laws of the Goſpel 
do relate :) If in theſe Points his Lordſhip 
can make room for a Judge on Earth ; after 
declaring, that, in theſe Points, Chriſt 


> immu?" be Judge; alone, or not at all, p. a4. 
I he can exhort Men to pay any Regard to 


their Spiritual Teachers and Paſtors ; after” 
declaring, 
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declaring, that the MORE CLOSE AND 
IMMEDIATE their Regard is to Cbriſt, the 
more certainly, and the note euidently trus i 
it, that tbry are of his Ningdom If he can 
teach Men to Reverence thoſe Who ard pver* 
them in the Lord; after having exhorted 
them, to fberw themſelves Subjefs to Cbriſt in 
the Affair — of Salvation, without | Fear "of 
MANS FUDG MENT: if his Lordſhip, 
I fay, can ſhew theſe Things to be conſiſtent 4 
N and that his Doctrines do not tend to ſet Men 

i looſe from all Church Diſeipline; he may 
1 | then Anſwer the Repreſentation; and 1 ſhall 
be ready among the foremoſt to own my Ig - 
norance and Weakneſs; and to beg his Lord - 
ſhip's Pardon. | = 
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Page 30. 1. 12. for chuſed read” eboſen. P. 31. 
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Sermons by the Reverend Dr. SukERTLock, 
Dean of Chicheſter. 


1. Sermon Preach'd before the Queen 
at St. James, Jan. 31. 1703-4. 


z. A Sermon Preach'd before the Sons of 
the Clergy at St. Paul's, Dec. 5. 1710. 


2. A Sermon Preach'd before the Right 
Honourable the Lord-Mayor, Cc. at St. 
Paul's, Nov. 5. 1712. | 


4. A Sermon Preach'd before the Honour- 
able Houſe of Commons, at St. Margaret's 


Weſtminſter, March 8. 1714. 


5. A Sermon Preach'd at the Temple-/ 
Church, Nov. 20, 1715. / 


6. A Sermon Preach'd before the Society 
for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 
Foreign Parts, at St. Mary-le- Bom, Feb. 17. 


1715. 


7. A Sermon Preach'd before the Honour. 
able Houſe of Commons, at St. Margaret's 


Weſtminſter, June 7, 1716. 


8. A Sermon Preach'd before the Right 
Honourable the Lord- Mayor, @*c.' at the 
Pariſh-Church of St, Bridgzt, on Tueſday in 
Eafter-Week, April 23. 1717. ee 


All Sold by 14 Pemberton. 
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